Multiple sclerosis: novel perspectives on newly forming lesions.
The mechanisms underlying lesion formation in multiple sclerosis are unknown. The prevailing view is that macrophages are primary mediators of myelin destruction in the relapsing and remitting forms of this disease. However, recent findings have revealed widespread oligodendrocyte apoptosis in the absence of a clear cellular immune response. These observations unveil a novel aspect of the pathogenesis of multiple sclerosis that is worthy of further exploration.